
NCAA Division I Committee for Legislative Relief 

Transfer Waiver Process 


A waiver is needed when a student-athlete wants to transfer 
from one four-year school to another and does not satisfy a transfer exception. 
Here is a look at how the process works and the options available at each step. 


HOW THE TRANSFER WAIVER PROCESS WORKS 


A school submits a 
4-4 transfer waiver 
when documented 
circumstances 
outside the student- 
athlete’s control 
necessitate his/her 
transfer. 


A school must 
demonstrate that 
the student-athlete’s 
transfer is linked to 
documented mitigating 
circumstances outside 
the student-athlete’s 
control. 


Schools may appeal 
NCAA staff decisions 
to the Division I 
Committee for 
Legislative Relief. 


The committee 
may waive the 
normal application 
of the legislation 
when extraordinary 
circumstances arise 
that are unintended 
consequences of the 
legislation. 



www.ncaa.org/compliance/waivers/legislative-relief-waivers 
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Transfer Waiver Process continued 


WAIVER PROCESS BREAKDOWN 


The typical decision turnaround time for waivers is 21 days. Transfer waiver requests are never considered urgent. 



Student-athlete 
who is enrolled 
at school No.1 ... 


... transfers to 
school No. 2 and does not 
satisfy a transfer exception. 


School No. 2 files a transfer waiver 
requesting the student-athlete be 
immediately eligible for competition. 


NCAA staff 
reviews request. 


REVIEW PROCESS 



Using guidelines, directives and information 
standards approved by the committee, an NCAA 
staff member is assigned the case and reviews 
submitted documentation. 


Three key areas are considered: 

1. Mitigation;* - 

2. Academic records; and 

3. Previous school’s position. 


Common assertions: 

• Egregious behavior 

• Mental health 

• Run-off 


Visit the Legislative Relief Waivers page on ncaa.org for the most recent information. 


DECISION IS MADE 


NCAA staff makes decision and notifies school. 


APPROVE DENY 


1 Following the decision, 

the school may: 

l 
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ACCEPT THE REQUEST A 

DECISION RECONSIDERATION 


If the decision is accepted, 
the school waives its right to 
appeal the decision. 


The school provides NCAA 
staff with rationale requesting 
reconsideration. 


The school may request a 
reconsideration within 30 
calendar days of the latest 
decision if new information 
becomes available. 


CASE IS RESOLVED 




NCAA staff reviews new 
information submitted by the 
school, provided the information 
outlines new facts associated 
with the case. 

NCAA staff makes decision. 


APPROVE ■ DENY 


>> 


REQUEST AN 
APPEAL 


The school provides 
NCAA staff with rationale 
requesting an appeal and 
letter of support from authority 
outside of athletics (e.g., FAR). 

School must submit appeal 
materials within 30 calendar 
days of the decision. 

NCAA staff forwards the 
case appeal to the 
Division I Committee 
for Legislative Relief. 

The committee makes its 
decision, which is final. 


School may request 
an appeal. 









































